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Decamber 22 2008

Randy Bates, -Director

DNR Division of Coastal and Ocean Management
PO Box 111030

Juneau, Alaska 99811-1030

Re: Comments on Draft ACMP Statute Changes
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Northwest Alaska, It is vital that we bnng jobs a

" Coastal Zone Program, with appropriat laws and implédd
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E ',"e is enormons amount of frustration among
A&l conditions into the process without
plrp!m}ithe Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) ove, EM% faw y J o to use the program to incorporate local
conditio m‘ ge into the state permitting system in a manner consistent with
j hhd ragulat 1.,It ap from the discussion that the districts and local governments
foel B '{p gly that limitatidiiy iof the! ?nt program do not allow that 10 ocour.
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The prop]cj%ﬁ ut forth by I}ﬁI has some signiﬁcant advantage to the district in this regard by
modifying or'&limi a B & limitations of current law, At the coastal district gathering two
weeks ago in ) staff was quite clear that their interpretation of the proposed law
would result in thei sAhce of all currently approved district pohcxcs plus many that were
previously disapproved; Jbuld be allowed. If so, the proposed revision, if appropriately
implemented, could help alleviate coastal d:stnct frust'ratl.o:n, and strengthen local regulation of
coastal resources. =5
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the coastal districts
duplicating state stan

Limitation on Authority, ACMP cannot legally expand the statutory jurisdiction or authority of
a unit of government: that role is constitutionally reserved for the logislature, While thizs was a
significant topic of discussion during the meetings, we believe the answer is quite clear and is a
critical point. Changing the statutory authority of an administrative agency is solely a decision
for the legislature. :
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hy EPA) to caloulate compliance with water quality standards cannot be superseded by an
inconsistent method suggested by a locality; locel districts and DF&G cannot approve different
methods culvert placement. Thus, local policies that modify state-wide standard must work with
the agency administering that standard, The proposed statute appropriate recognizes this
problem, Ifit is administered in an appropriate and flexible manner, the requirement fot a
district to work with the agency administering the program could result in locally appropriate
policies. However, if administered with little regard to the district needs, it could eliminate
useful local policies and continue the frustration curréntly felt by the Jocal groups.

TInteraction with Federal Agency Programs. "The same discussion noted above applies to federal
regulatory programs. However, the districts correctly point out that i if{ér.y be impossible for a
local district to get the approval of a federal agency for their poliﬁxﬁté-?u aska representatives of
federal agencies simply lack the mandate or sometimes even thetaithority to respond to local
distriots. Therefore, the state should retain the authority to aiffiibve¥iilisapprove of a local
enforoeable policy that modifies a federal regulatory progaa 1y oAl i

agency. _ a3
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Alaska’s water quality standards to diffggsbenrding to the' Mality within the state. Such changes
could not help but confirse resource managx
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Sincerely,
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